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est System and created the United States Forest Service to provide 
wise stewardship of these lands for future generations. 

Today, the National Forest System comprises more than 190 million 
acres of forests and grasslands, a priceless remnant of the great wilder­
ness that once stretched across our country. Whether sustaining eco­
systems, supplying water, providing lumber, or offering recreation, 
these precious areas benefit millions of Americans. 

We must continue to sustain the health and beauty of the forestlands 
President Roosevelt first set aside for us so many decades ago. I am 
proud that my Administration has made significant progress in improv­
ing the management of Federal forestlands. With science-based plan­
ning and research, we have sought to achieve a balance between 
strengthening protections for wildlife and water quality and providing 
a steady, sustainable supply of the building materials, paper products, 
and other commodities we need to meet the challenges of our growing 
economy. 

America's forests have always offered us unique and irreplaceable ben­
efits. They are a treasured inheritance, and we must ensm-e in this new 
century that our policies and actions sustain this precious legacy for 
the prosperity and well-being of generations to come. 

To recognize the importance of our forests in ensuring the long-term 
welfare of our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 86-753 (36 U.S.C. 
123), has designated the week beginning on the third Sunday in Octo­
ber of each year as "National Forest Products Week" and has author­
ized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance 
of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 15 through October 21, 
2000, as National Forest Products Week. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde­
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen­
ty-fifth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7367 of October 14, 2000 

White Cane Safety Day, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Last month at the Oljmipic Games in Sydney, American runner Maria 
Runyan made history in the women's 1500-meter race. She was not 
considered a favorite in the event and won no medals, placing ninth 
in the final competition. But as the first legally blind athlete ever to 
qualify for and compete in an Olympic event, Maria set an extraor­
dinary precedent and proved to millions of people across the globe that 
disability need not be a limitation on achievement or a barrier to suc­
cess. 
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Maria Rimyan's accomplishment reflects the spirit of two historic 
pieces of legislation whose milestone anniversaries we celebrate this 
year. Ten years ago, the Americans with Disabilities Act was signed 
into law to guarantee access to public accommodations and services 
and to outlaw workplace discrimination for people with disabilities. 
Twenty-five years ago, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
became law, ensuring that people with disabilities have access to a free 
and appropriate public education. Both of these laws have made a sig­
nificant impact on the lives of millions of Americans with disabilities 
by allowing them to pursue their dreams and make their own contribu­
tions to our society. 

But even before passage of these landmark laws, the white cane was 
helping to open doors of opportunity for many blind and visually im­
paired Americans. With proper training, people using the white cane 
can enjoy greater mobility and safety by determining the location of 
cxu-bs, steps, uneven pavement, and other physical obstacles in their 
path. The white cane has given them the freedom to travel independ­
ently to their schools and workplaces and to participate more fully in 
the life of their communities. 

The white cane is a simple tool, but, like Maria Runyan's accomplish­
ments, it reminds us that the only barriers against people with disabil­
ities are discriminatory attitudes and practices that our society has too 
often placed in their way. As we observe White Cane Safety Day, let 
us reaffirm our commitment to building a society where we embrace 
the talents, energy, and contributions of every individual. 

To honor the many achievements of blind and visually impaired citi­
zens and to recognize the white cane's significance in advancing inde­
pendence, the Congress, by joint resolution approved October 6, 1964, 
has designated October 15 of each year as "White Cane Safety Day." 

NOW. THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 2000, as White Cane 
Safety Day. I call upon the people of the United States, government of­
ficials, educators, and business leaders to observe this day with appro­
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

EM WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde­
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen­
ty-fifth. 

WILLLyvI J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7368 of October 20, 2000 

National Day of Concern About Young People and Gun 
Violence, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Every day in America, approximately 10 children are shot and killed. 
Children 15 years old and younger are murdered with firearms at a 
higher rate in this country than in 25 other industrialized countries 
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